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FOREWARD 

 

Our school has received accolades from Ofsted and Diocesan Inspectors after each and every 

visit from 1997 to the most recent in February / March 2012. Copies of the 2001, 2007 and 

2012 reports for both Section 5 Ofsted Reports and Section 48 Diocesan Inspection reports 

are available online. St Gregory’s record at inspection and in terms of End Key Stage results, 

stands comparison with any primary school in the country.  

 

 
 

Ofsted said in 2012: 

 

“St Gregory’s is an outstanding school. The pupils enter with skills slightly below the levels 

expected for their age but when they leave at the end of Y6, their attainment is well above the 

national average due to outstanding teaching, highly effective leadership and a rich and vibrant 

curriculum. In many cases, pupils are up to two terms ahead of those elsewhere”. 

 

 

Also in 2012: The Diocesan Inspection report opens with: 

 

“St Gregory’s is an outstanding, fully inclusive Catholic School where faith and practice are 

prominent features of daily school life… The Pastoral Care the school offers is outstanding and 

is a major feature of the school’s success…The school’s capacity for sustained improvement is 

outstanding due to the broadly based school leadership’s drive and determination to continue to 

raise standards”. 

 

Our school has won numerous awards over the years the most recent being “The 

International School’s Award” received in June 2012 and the highest “Gold” Award in the 

North and South Tyneside Quality Mark in Primary Languages June 2013. 
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We welcome to St. Gregory’s School all children and their parents.  We hope this is the 

beginning of a happy and rewarding experience, as your child embarks on their first steps of 

his/her educational journey.  In the normal course of events we will be working together for 

the next seven years, in which time the growth and development of your child will be our 

primary concern. 

 

Starting school is a new adventure.  It is vital that the experience is of a warm and loving 

environment, where teacher and parents work together in harmony to promote effective 

learning.  The links between Home, School and Church are very important especially at this 

time. 

 

One purpose of this booklet is to begin these links so that we who have the child’s interests at 

heart can co-operate intelligently in his/her education. 

 

We have the highest hopes and ambitions for your child and seek high standards of 

achievement, skill, knowledge and the development of right attitudes. 

 

This booklet outlines our policies, procedures and practices.  You are always welcome to ask 

for further information. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 

 

 

 

St, Gregory’s Catholic School serves the parishes of Holy Rosary Church and  

St. Gregory’s Church, South Shields. 

 

 

 

In accordance with the Education Act 1988, we seek to promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, 

mental and physical development of pupils at our school.   

 

 

 

We strive to maintain at all times the highest ideals and standards within the national 

education system. 

 

 

 

We believe that every child has a divine origin and an eternal destiny. 

 

 

 

We recognise that each individual child, made in the image and likeness of God, is uniquely 

valuable and deserving of respect as of right. 

 

 

 

We hold that each individual child is equal to others regardless of sex, nationality, 

colour, creed, class, wealth or intellectual ability. 

 

 

 

We seek to promote to the utmost the development of every child’s personal wholeness, 

integrity, gifts and creativity in a welcoming and loving school community.  We do so in 

partnership with parents, guardians and all others who have the welfare of the child at heart. 
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SCHOOL GOVERNORS 

 

 

The Governors take an active part, involved interest in the running of the school and the well 

being of the children. 

 

 

FOUNDATION GOVERNORS Appointed by his Lordship the Bishop 

 

 

1. Rev. M. Weymes  Parish Priest, Our Lady of the Holy Rosary/ St. Bedes  

     R.C. Church 

2. Mrs W Horwood   

3. Mr M Puech (parent)  

4. Mr G. Moad (parent) 

5. Mrs J. Valente 

6. Mr P. Scott  

7. Mrs N. Byers (parent) 

 

 

 Mr I Farrar   Elected Parent 

 Mrs C Grabham  Elected Parent 

 Mrs K Wilson   Elected Teacher 

 Mr K J Smithson   Head Teacher 

 Cllr M Walsh   L.E.A. Appointee 

 Mrs J Sowerby  Elected Staff 

 

 

Useful Addresses 
 

 

Chairman of Governors   Director of Children’s Services 
 

Mrs W. Horwood     Helen Watson (Corporate Director  

37 Horsley Hill Square    Children Adults & Families) 

South Shields       Lifelong Learning & Leisure 

Tyne and Wear      Town Hall & Civic Offices  

NE34 7SA      Westoe Road  

       South Shields 

      Tyne and Wear  

 

Telephone:   0191 4545180    Telephone: 0191 4271717 

 

 

 

 

Should any problems arise, it is expected that parents would first approach the Head Teacher 

to seek a solution.  
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The Schools Vision and Approach to Education. 

 

The principle aim of St. Gregory’s R.C. JMI School is to ensure a Catholic education for the 

children of the Catholic communities of the parishes of St. Gregory and the Holy Rosary, 

South Shields. 

 

The school exists to provide our children with a secure, caring, learning environment, which 

is founded on gospel values and the ideals of the partnership between home, school and 

parish. 

 

The school curriculum, both formal and informal, is the vehicle through which the school’s 

aims will be achieved, reflecting, as it must, the global vision of the school, expressed in the 

Mission Statement. 

 

The curriculum, then, includes not only the formal programme of lesson, but also the informal 

programme of so-called extra-curricular activities as well as those features which produce the 

school’s ‘ethos’, such as the quality of relationships, the concern for the equality of 

opportunity, the values exemplified in the way the school sets about its task, and the way it is 

organized and managed. 

 

The National Curriculum, with religious Education, together with the distinctive contribution 

of the school’s formal and informal policies, all contribute to the whole school curriculum. 

 

Such a curriculum must be broad, balanced and relevant to the children’s needs now and in 

the future.  Furthermore, the curriculum should be flexible and capable of being tailored to 

match the range of individual needs and abilities present in the school at any one time.  Thus 

from year to year the curriculum must both progress and be continuous. 

 

The curriculum, adjudged as “outstanding” at the most recent inspection has again been 

subject to review following the introduction of a new version of the National Curriculum in 

September 2014.  The school has worked hard to ensure that our own curriculum vision, 

embracing the “Excellence and Enjoyment” agenda is fully encapsulated within the new offer.  

The curriculum then, offers our diverse, individual and multi-talented children that range of 

opportunities that will allow them to develop that love of learning that is the springboard to 

future success. 

 

As a school we are committed to equipping every child with the knowledge and skills 

necessary to enable them to fulfil their full potential as students, achieving the highest 

standards possible within the current framework.  Our record of achievement as measured by 

performance in Key Stage 2 National Tests stands favourable comparison with any school in 

the country.  Thus on transfer to the secondary phase of their education, the vast majority of 

our children, are well prepared to make their mark in an increasingly performance driven 

environment. 

 

However, whilst we fully endorse this facet of education and the entitlement children have to 

a thorough grounding in the basics of Speaking, Reading, Writing and Mathematics, we 

greatly value Education in the wider sense. 

 

For us, the ultimate aim of education  is to inspire individuals to realise their potential in ways 

that serve the common good, to nurture humaneness and Christian decency in a society in 

development. 
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School Vision: 

 

Education has a number of seemingly contradictory aims: 

 

 To cherish our Christian beliefs and the inspirational gospel message of Jesus -  

and knowledge and respect for other religions and faiths; 

 

 To overcome self-centeredness and belief in the right of the strongest – and to 

inspire strength to stand alone, to stand up, to dissent and not to knuckle under 

or cave into the opinions of others; 

 

 To develop independent and autonomous personalities – and the ability to 

function and work as part of a team; 

 

 To allow space for the ways and wont of the young – and to fit them to join in 

and take on responsibility in the adult world; 

 

 To furnish skills for work and the practical tasks of life – and provide room for 

emotional and character growth; 

 

 To provide enough facts to be able to fathom and follow current affairs – and 

to convey values that can guide the choices that new knowledge opens the way 

for; 

 

 To inspire respect for facts and sound argument – and to train critical abilities 

to contend with conventional wisdom and challenge existing arrangements; 

 

 To awaken esteem for others efforts and humility for their feats – and to instil 

enough faith in oneself to dare to fail; 

 

 To provide the young with a solid foundation of knowledge – and mould it in 

such a way that it impels to enquiry and the quest for new knowledge 

throughout life; 

 

 To teach children to utilise nature and the forces of nature for human purposes 

– and teach them to protect the environment against human folly and 

encroachment. 

 

Education must balance these dual aims.  The object is an all round development of abilities 

and distinctive qualities that gives individuals the strength to take command of their own 

lives, aspire to high moral standards, take on duties for their society, and care for the living 

environment. 

 

 

Curriculum: 
 

Our school provides a warm, caring, spiritual and stimulating environment.  Within this 

setting our main aim is to enable the children to develop into good Christians.   
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The Christian Spirit does permeate and is obvious; it regulates all relationships within the 

school, at the same time promoting respect for  other faiths.  The Governors are in full 

agreement with our drive to secure for our children the fullest possible intellectual, physical, 

emotional, social and spiritual development, so that they will develop lively and inquiring 

minds, express themselves confidently and clearly and relate to adults in a courteous and 

relaxed way. 

 

Our educational aims are directed to the whole child’s development, so creating an 

environment of learning through experience, investigation, example and advice. 

 

 

   

Linguistic and Literacy 

 

To ensure, that each child can read fluently and accurately with feeling, and can communicate 

clearly and confidently in both speech and writing.  To develop in each child an ability to 

listen attentively with understanding and to develop a legible and acceptable style of 

handwriting. 

 

 

Mathematical 

 

To apply computational skills quickly and accurately in a variety of circumstances and to 

have a clear understanding of mathematical concepts and their applications. 

 

  

Scientific 

 

To ensure that the children develop the skills of observation, investigation and interpretation.  

Children should be aable to rationalise, hypothesise and analyse as a process in problem 

solving and presenting solutions.  The children should master basic scientific ideas. 

 

Physical 
 

Each child should develop agility, physical co-ordination and confidence in and through 

physical activity.  Children should develop a cognitive link between physical activity and 

good health. 

 

Technological 

 

To develop in each child an understanding of the dependence of modern society and 

technology in its various forms and to give each child the confidence and necessary skills to 

use technology to its best advantage. 

 

Moral 

 

To develop in each child a self-awareness, tolerance and sensitivity to others.  Furthermore, to 

develop good habits of behaviour and self-discipline and the confidence to hold and make 

moral judgements. 
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Spiritual 

 

St. Gregory’s is in every sense a Roman Catholic School and our aim is to encourage the 

ideals of a living Christian Community to permeate through all our activities, embracing 

children, staff and parents.  We would also aim to develop and install a respect of religious 

values and for a variety of religions, emphasising tolerance and open-mindedness. 

 

 Human and Social 

 

To develop knowledge of geographical, historical and social aspects of the local, national and 

world environment.  To be aware of other times and places and to understand the 

interdependence of individuals, groups and nations. 

 

Aesthetic and Creative 

 

To develop a love for a variety of arts and to develop confidence in self-expression through 

the various art forms.  Furthermore, to equip each child with the necessary skills to use music, 

art, craft and drama as powerful means of self-expression. 

 

Thorough planning and preparation of work are essential ingredients of consistently high 

quality teaching.  The school planning system is particularly thorough and staff should be 

very familiar with the method in operation and the standards expected. 

 

 

Modern Foreign Language 
 

Our school has pioneered the teaching of French and opportunities to study both French 

Language and Culture from Year One onwards.  Specialist French teachers working alongside 

staff help to give the children a real grasp of the subject and this provision was central to our 

recent successful bid for International School Award status in 2012. 
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Content and Organisation of the Curriculum. 

 

 

The National Curriculum: 

 

 Sets out the most important knowledge and skills that every child has a right to learn; 

 

 Is a framework given to teachers by government, so that all school children are taught 

in a way that is balanced and manageable, but hard enough to challenge them; 

 

 

 Gives standards that measure how well children are doing in each subject – so teachers 

can plan to help them do better. 

 

 

Primary school’s are responsible for the delivery of all or part of the following phases of 

compulsory education: 

 

 Foundation Stage (for children aged 3 – 5); 

 Key Stage One (5 – 7 years); 

 Key Stage Two (7 –11 years). 

 

A new National Curriculum is to be introduced from September 2014.   Preparations across 

the school are well advanced as we seek to merge our established and highly effective creative 

approach to the Curriculum with the new directives. 

 

 

 

Foundation Stage. 

 

 

The Early Learning Goals set out what most children are expected to achieve by the end of the 

Foundation Stage. They help people who work with children aged 3 – 5 to focus on what 

children need to learn. They comprise of six broad areas of learning. 

 

 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development. Your child will learn to be self 

confident, take an interest in things, know what their own needs are, tell the difference 

between right and wrong, and be able to dress and undress; 

 

 

 Communication, Language and Literacy. Your child will learn to talk confidently 

and clearly, enjoying stories, songs and poems, hearing and saying sounds, and linking 

them to the alphabet. They will read and write some familiar words and learn to use a 

pencil. 

 

 

 Mathematical Development.    Your child will develop an understanding of maths 

through stories, songs, games and imaginative play.  They will become comfortable 

with numbers and with ideas such as ‘heavier than’ or ‘bigger’.  They will be aware of 

shapes and space. 
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 Knowledge and Understanding of the World.  Your child will explore and find out 

about the world around them, asking questions about it.  They will build with different 

materials, know about everyday technology and learn what it is used for.  They will 

find out about past events in their lives and their families’ lives.  They will find out 

about different cultures and beliefs. 

 

 Physical Development.  Your child will learn to move confidently, controlling their 

body and handling equipment. 

 

 

 Creative Development.  Your child will explore colours and shapes, trying out dance, 

making things, telling stories and making music.   

    

When your child first starts Reception Class, their teacher carries out a Baseline Assessment, 

to find out about your child’s learning needs. It’s not a formal test and is not something you or 

your child should worry about. 

 

The early years Foundation Stage has been a key area of focus for the school since 2008 

culminating in our recent extension (2009).  This enhanced learning space has greatly 

increased the potential for active and imaginative play, something we feel to be at the very 

heart of learning. 

 

At Key Stage 1 and throughout Key Stage 2, your child will follow the National Curriculum 

ladder and study the Core and Foundation Subjects listed below: 

 

 English; 

 

 Mathematics; 

 

 Science; 

 

 Design and Technology; 

 

 Information and Communication Technology; 

 

 History; 

 

 Geography; 

 

 Art and Design; 

 

 Music; 

 

 Physical education. 

 

Religious Education is already a statutory requirement. The “Whole Curriculum” for all 

pupils will also include Health education; Personal and Social Education; aspects of Gender 

and Multi Cultural Issues and Environmental Education. 
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At the end of each Key Stage children are assessed formally using National tests which every 

child will take unless he / she has a Statement of Special Educational Needs. These children 

may be exempt. 

The Core Subjects and ICT. 
 

English: 

 

English concentrates on the four key skills that your child needs to get the most out of all their 

learning at school – speaking, listening, reading and writing. They learn to listen to and 

discuss others’ ideas, and present their own. They read for enjoyment and to find out facts, 

and start to say what they think about what they read. They can now put their thoughts into 

writing much more easily, because they know more about language, spelling and punctuation. 

 

Children are taught: 

 

 Speaking and listening: they speak to different audiences and use language for effect; 

they shape what they say with a clear beginning and ending; they listen carefully, 

picking out the main points of what people say, and ask questions or make comments; 

they work flexibly in groups, making different contributions; they write scripts or 

improvise plays and comments on how successful their performances are; they learn 

about how language changes in different situations, and between speech and writing; 

 

 Reading: they read a broad range of text and materials and use their knowledge of 

words, sentences and texts to understand the meaning; they get better at reading 

challenging, lengthy texts on their own, and they discuss the meaning of fiction and 

non – fiction with others. 

 

 Writing: they right in a range of ways to explore feelings, explain, persuade, review 

and comment, they plan and draft their work, checking it for spelling, punctuation and 

grammar; they write legibly in joined – up and printed styles. 

 

 

 

General. 

 

 

At KS1 a variety of texts are used to develop children’s interest and competence in reading 

and writing, including big books, a variety of structured reading schemes including the 

Oxford Reading Tree, Literacy Links, Sunshine, Story Chest and a range of the latest picture 

books. 

 

 

Books are carefully matched to the ability range within the class and to the objectives set 

down in the National Literacy Framework for each class. In the Literacy Hour the teacher 

selects the text the children will read. Children select their own books to read at home, 

selecting from sets of books within their ability range and occasionally books across these 

bands – if they particularly want to share a book with parents / carers at home. 

Progress is carefully monitored by the class teacher. 
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At KS2 teachers use a wide range of fiction / non fiction texts to develop independent reading 

and writing: Big Books, Novels, Sets of Story Books, Real Life Texts, Forms, Newspapers, 

ICT texts, Leaflets etc. 

 

The school, with the full cooperation of parents, has an established “Home Reading Scheme” 

and this programme has proved to be of great benefit to all of the children as well as involving 

parents in a practical and meaningful way. All of the children are involved in the scheme and 

the vast majority of them are reading with their parents at least 3 times per week. Parents and 

teachers use the “comment book” provided as a means of communication. The scheme 

encapsulates the school’s aim to act in partnership with parents / carers to achieve the best 

possible education for the children in our care. 

 

To help promote reading generally and to provide a research area, the school 

 is fortunate in having a well equipped library housed within the new ICT 

 Suite. 

 

The school runs a book club “The Red House / Scholastic” to generate funds to buy additional 

resources for Literacy across the school. Opportunities to purchase books at set times each 

term throughout the year. Cheques should be made payable to “ The Red House” and 

returned with the order form to Miss Carrahar.  

 

 

 

 

Mathematics. 

 

Mathematics has a central place in the curriculum at St Gregory’s. Staff are in agreement that 

all pupils need to learn a variety of mathematical concepts and processes if they are to 

understand and appreciate relationships and pattern in both number and space in their 

everyday lives and be able to express them clearly and concisely. Without exception, teachers 

are concerned that their pupils should be competent in the use of mathematical processes. The 

staff are united in the belief that children must be given frequent opportunities to practise and 

apply the skills they are acquiring in relevant and practical ways, thus enabling children to 

view mathematics as a subject, that when applied, produces meaningful solutions to real 

problems.  Staff increasingly look to provide opportunities for the children to use and apply 

mathematics across the curriculum extending opportunities for data handling for example in 

science. 

 

 

Staff are equally determined to help all pupils develop a positive attitude towards 

mathematics and foster the view that it is a lively, dynamic and enjoyable subject.  

 

 

 

Children are taught about: 

 

 Number: this includes numbers and the number system. Calculations and ways of 

solving problems; 

 

 Shape, Space and Measures: this includes two dimensional and three dimensional 

shapes, position, movement and measurement; 
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 Handling Data: this includes working out which questions can be answered by 

collecting data, organising it, putting it into graphs and diagrams and working out how 

it helps to answer the original questions. 

 

 

Children are taught how to Use and Apply Mathematics. They decide how to tackle problems. 

They record what they are doing in mathematical language, symbols and diagrams, and 

explain their reasoning.  This is a key target for learning at St. Gregory’s. 

 

Mrs Wilson, the school’s Numeracy Coordinator, along with the Head Teacher and other key 

staff, carefully studied the revised National Numeracy framework prior to its implementation 

in September 2008.  Mrs Wilson then led the school staff through a thorough review with a 

clear focus upon the wider implications for learning during the past year, and during the first 

full year of its implementation.  Plans are already well advanced to review and adapt the 

teaching of mathematics across the school to accurately reflect the new draft curriculum in 

good time before its implementation in September 2014.  As a result staff confidence is high 

and the prospects for successful learning enhanced. 

 

 

 

Science. 

 

Every child has a natural curiosity about the way the world works: science lessons show how 

they can get answers to questions such as how to keep ourselves warm, or why the sun seems 

to move across the sky. 

 

 

Wherever possible the content of science taught in the school will be related to the everyday 

experience of the pupils and teaching approaches will be practical, investigative and involve 

problem-solving activities. 

 

 

The encouragement and development of good attitudes such as; cooperation, curiosity and 

perseverance is extremely important if children are to fulfil their scientific potential. 

 

 

 

Children will look at and explore: 

 

 Life processes and living things, including facts about their own bodies (such as the 

importance of a varied diet and exercise for good health), the purpose of roots and 

flowers in plants, how animals and plants are classified, and the habits animals and 

plants need to live in 

 

 

Materials and their properties, including how they can be used, how they change 

(for example, through burning, freezing, boiling), and how some materials can be 

mixed and separated. 
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Physical processes, including electrical circuits, magnets, the forces of gravity and 

friction and how light and sound travel.  They also learn some basic facts about the 

Sun, Earth and Moon. 

 

 

 Through work in these three areas children are taught about scientific enquiry.  The teacher      

of children ask questions, then the children work  together to try to answer the questions, by 

finding things out recording data (for example, measurements).  They look for patterns in the 

data.  They think about their tests and comparisons and whether or not these are a fair way to 

help answer the questions.  They use reference books and computer sources to find out more 

about scientific ideas.  And they write and draw (sometimes on computers), communicating 

their work and their results in scientific language, drawings, tables and graphs. 

 

 

 

 

Information and Control Technology. 

 

 

 

Children use a range of ICT tools and information sources, such as computer software and the 

Internet, to support their work in other subjects. They develop their research and 

communication skills. They learn that information needs to be accurate and relevant – and 

that information on the Internet may sometimes be neither! Because of this, they are taught 

how to check the quality of information, learning how to filter good information from bad, 

and how to present information in a way that suits the needs of their audience. Children also 

explore and compare the different ways ICT is used in and out of school.  The children can 

take advantage of the excellent new facilities on offer in the school’s computer suite, which 

was completed in July 2001, and has since been updated twice in 2006 and just recently in 

June 2012.  All classrooms have interactive whiteboards.  Staff are eager to utilise these 

resources to augment  the range of teaching  and learning strategies they offer our younger 

children. 

 

 

The school has an excellent ongoing relationship with the City Learning Centre (CLC) and 

our pupils visit regularly to work on ICT tasks with the best equipment available. 

 

 

 

Religious Education 

 

St. Gregory’s is in every sense a Catholic School and our aim is to encourage the ideals of a 

living Christian Community to permeate through all our activities, embracing pupils, staff, 

parents and governors. 

 

 

 The children are encouraged to take an active part in school assemblies and 

class/school Masses, and wherever possible to share in the activities of their home 

parish. 

 

 



 16 

 Religious teaching is based upon the ‘Come and See’ Religious Scheme, 

recommended by the Hexham and Newcastle Diocese Catechetical Centre.  The 

school is fortunate in being able to count upon the help and support of the Clergy and 

Catechists of St. Gregory’s and Holy Rosary Parishes, particularly in the preparation 

of the children for the reception of First Holy Communion. 

 

 The governors are required, however, to remind parents of their right to withdraw 

pupils from Religious Worship and Religious Education.  Whilst respecting this right, 

the governors also remind parents that the school exists to give a Roman Catholic 

Education to its pupils and that therefore they are expected to be in sympathy with its 

aims and objectives. 

 

 

 We believe it is vital that parents encourage children to practice their religion at home 

and support them in the pursuit of this aim.  We hope that parents feel able to pray 

with their children and accompany them to Mass on a regular basis. 

 

 

Pastoral Care 

 

 

 The school’s Pastoral Care System is an integral feature of school life at St. Gregory’s.  

Each child is a member of a special P.C. family during his/her time at our school and 

family members are trained to be on the ‘lookout’ for their ‘brothers and sisters’ – 

particularly the younger children, throughout the school day/term.  The annual 

teaching programme taught during P.C. sessions each Friday is listed overleaf. 

 

 

Sex Education 

 

 

 The school incorporates in its general curriculum teaching on matters of human 

relationships, the functions of the body and an understanding of God’s creative love as 

embodied in human reproductions, at a level suitable to the growing child at various 

stages of development.  Sex Education as such is not a subject in itself on the 

curriculum.  Questions arise on a wide variety of topics.  Teachers are asked to answer 

questions honestly taking care that, especially in the case of younger children, answers 

are simple and straightforward and do not give rise to confusion and anxiety.  All 

children will be encouraged to refer to their parents for further information, and should 

it be thought necessary by the Head Teacher, parents may be contacted. 
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Pastoral Care Themes 

 

 

Autumn Term:   Relationships 

 

To include issues such as:  Bullying – Acceptable/Unacceptable behaviour 

     Being a good citizen 

     Self Esteem 

     Emotional development and well being 

Stress Management Skills 

Sex Education 

 

Spring Term:     

 

 

(a)     Personal Health and Fitness   

                                                             

                                                            Fit for Life 

     Exercise 

     Healthy Diet 

     Personal Hygiene 

 

(b)     Substance Use and Abuse Drug Education 

      

     Medicines 

     Alcohol and Tobacco 

     Risks and Dangers 

     Coping with peer influences 

     Attitudes – valuing oneself and other people 

 

Summer Term: 

 

(a)     Being Safe 

 

     Stranger Danger 

     Road Safety 

     Safety at home/outside 

     Electrical Safety 

     Fire Hazards 

     First Aid 

 

(b)     Environment 

 

     Ecological Concerns 

     Caring for and protecting the environment 

     Local and World issues 
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     Litter, Pollution, Wildlife etc. 

 

 

These have been reviewed in recent years to better incorporate S.E.A.L., Community 

Cohesion and Multicultural Awareness programmes.  Staff have copies of the amended 

programme. 

 

 

Special Curricular Provision and Arrangements  

For Pupils with Special Educational Needs 

 

 St. Gregory’s R.C. J.M.I. School is of the firm belief that the education it offers has 

breadth, balance, relevance and equal opportunities for all pupils. 

 

 The majority of pupils with learning difficulties simply require work to be suitably 

presented and differentiated to match their needs.  The important common factor is for 

access to the curriculum to be facilitated by whatever means necessary to ensure that 

success is achieved.  This applies to the whole of the school curriculum, not just the 

statutory core and other foundation subjects, so that the particular personal, social and 

educational needs of individual pupils can be appropriately met.  

 

 Thus the aims of our children with special needs are the same as for all other children 

in our care, but we recognise that we have to adapt the methods of teaching and the 

place of learning for these children, to take into account their needs. 

 

 Our overriding aim is to ensure that children’s special educational needs are identified, 

assessed and provided for within the classroom setting.  Withdrawal of pupils with 

special educational needs may in some circumstances prove to be acceptable and in 

the best interests of the child; however, such instances would be rare and withdrawal 

temporary.  Whenever possible it is hoped that adequate provision can be made which 

will enable pupils to be educated together in harmony with their peers. 

 

Identification and Assessment 

 

Children who come into our school with already identified special needs, or who have a 

Statement of Special Educational Needs made by the L.E.A., will be given the appropriate 

special help programmes as indicated by the specialist agencies. 

 

 The school is familiar with and has followed the Five Stage procedure outlined in the 

1993 Education Act.  Briefly, children who at sometime in their educational career 

have special needs are usually identified first by the classroom teacher.  Standardised 

and Diagnostic tests may give further information as to a child’s under-achievement or 

specific difficulties. 

 

 Our SEN Classroom Assistant Mrs S Nickels, who works alongside the teachers, will 

be asked to observe any child who has been identified by the class teacher.  Full 

consultation between a class teacher, support teacher, co-ordinator, head teacher and 

parents will probably throw more light on the nature of a pupil’s special needs.  More 

formal assessment may be sought from specialist agencies. 
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 At the present time the school is actively pursuing the Gifted and Talented agenda,  

continuing to build upon the excellent foundation set in place by the G & T 

Coordinator, Mrs J McMullen and carried on by Mrs K Wilson. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Registering and Recording 

 

 All children in our school have their progress in all aspects of the curriculum recorded.  

The pupils with special needs will be assessed in the same manner as all of the other 

pupils.  However, once a pupil has been identified as having a special need this will be 

recorded on a register.  Children who come into our school with already identified 

special needs or who have a Statement will be place on the register on admission to 

school. 

 

 As a child progresses through the various stages he/she will follow their own 

Individual Education Plan drawn up after full consultation between the professionals.  

If at all possible, individual or group programmes should reflect the context and range 

of the work currently going on in the classroom. 

 

 When programmes of special help have been completed successfully by a child and 

the problem overcome, the child’s name will be removed from the register.  The 

school will always maintain full co-operation and consultation with the parents of any 

pupil placed on the register. 

 

 

Monitoring Pupils with Special Needs 

 

We believe that the best approach to monitoring pupils with specials needs is the 

involvement of as many of the professionals who work with the pupil as possible.  The 

school has already progressed one CAF procedure led by Miss E M Carrrahar. 

 

The monitoring team should be involved with: 

 

 The review of pupil’s progress; 

 The planning of a pupil’s learning programmes; 

 Setting targets of pupil achievement; 

 Enabling effective communication; 

 Providing mutual support. 

 

The monitoring team would meet to review the pupil’s special needs on a regular basis 

depending upon the degree of the pupil’s need. 

 

The key members of the monitoring team along with the class teacher would be:- 

 

 The S.N. Co-ordinator  - Miss E M Carrahar, 

 SEN Teaching Assistant (Senior) - Mrs S Nickels, 

 The Head Teacher. 
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A full copy of the school policy for Special Educational Needs is available from the 

Head Teacher. 

 

Access arrangements for pupils with disability are improving, but in common with 

other schools, we still have some way to go.  Ramped access is available via the main 

entrance and separate washroom facilities are in place should they be required. 

 

 

 

Homework is assigned: 

 

 As an extension of/or preparation for, classroom work on Literacy and 

Numeracy; 

 When the teacher feels that a child would benefit from additional practice on 

some area of school work; 

 When a pupil has been absent and the teacher feels that it would help to make 

up work important to his/her progress; 

 After discussion between parent and teacher; 

 When additional information is needed from resources not found in school. 

 

The arrangements regarding homework are currently under review. 

 

 

School Sessions 

 

The bell rings to start the school day at 8.52 a.m., so that the children can begin the session 

with morning prayers/assembly at 9.00 a.m. prompt. 

 

 

School hours are thus: 

 

   Morning:     8.52 a.m. – 12.00 noon 

 

   Afternoon: Infants    1.15 p.m. – 3.30 p.m. 

     Juniors  12.55 p.m. – 3.30 p.m. 

 

In the winter months between 1.00 p.m. – 1.15 p.m. all KS1 classes work with our Classroom 

Assistants for a range of activities including Library  time, Story time, Hygiene, preparation 

for the afternoon session etc. 

 

There is a 15 minute break for playtime during each session. 

 

The hours spent on teaching during the actual school week, including Religious Education 

and the main weekly Assembly, but excluding the statutory act of collective worship, 

registration and breaks (including lunch) is: 

 

 Infants 21hours 50 minutes.  (23 hours 30 minutes inc. prayers/reg). 

 

 Juniors 23 hours 30 minutes.  (25 hours 10 minutes inc. prayers/reg). 
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Attendance 

 

It would be particularly helpful if you could contact the school immediately your child is 

absent, this will enable the school to appropriate action should a child be deemed ‘missing’ 

i.e. contact parents to establish the child’s whereabouts. 

 

You are requested to provide a note of explanation when a child returns from an absence.  

Absences not identified in this way have to be recorded unauthorised and are regarded as 

truancy by the D.C.S.F.  Naturally we wish to protect your child from such a record. 

 

We also appreciate a progress report if a child is absent for a long period as we are interested 

and concerned about their health and welfare. 

 

Parents should consider carefully the impact of an annual two-week break taken during term 

time taken over the child’s seven years in Primary Education.  Can your child afford to miss 

over a full term of teaching and still compete?  This school, along with all others Nationally 

have been informed by the DFE not to issue any further holiday forms and we must comply 

with this instruction 

 

Since 2007 St. Gregory’s has held the record for the best attended Primary School in South 

Tyneside.  We would welcome your cooperation in maintaining this proud record.  Remember 

“Every School Day Counts”! 

 

Complaints procedure in respect of curriculum 

 

‘Complaints under Section 23 of the Education Reform Act in respect of the curriculum 

should first be considered informally; for example in discussion with the Head Teacher.  

Complaints which have not been resolved informally must be made in writing to the Director 

of Education and signed by the complainant’. 

 

The complaint will then follow the L.E.A. policy stage by stage.  A copy of this policy is on 

the Borough of South Tyneside website:  www.southtyneside.info/ . 

 

Access to Documents and Information 

 

The following documents are available in school, upon request, from the Head Teacher. 

 

 L.E.A. Statements of Curriculum Policy. 

 

 School Statements of Curriculum Policy. 

 

 L.E.A. Statements of General Policy. 

 

 School Statements of General Policy. 

 

 H.M.I. /Report / OFSTED Reports. 

 

 Charging Policy. 

 

 Admissions Policy. 

 

 Schemes of Work, Syllabuses etc. 

http://www.southtyneside.info/
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The Head Teacher is most willing to discuss any issues related to curriculum or the current 

School Management Plan etc. with parents of prospective pupils at any convenient time. 

 

 

 

The Governors intend to adhere to the Charging and Remission Policy promulgated by South 

Tyneside Education Committee in response to Section 110 of the Education Reform Act 

1988, a copy of which is retained in school.  

 

Simply, all education in school hours will be free.  Voluntary contributions from parents may 

from time to time be invited for activities organised by the school whether during or outside 

school hours, e.g. school trips and visits, and/or residential courses. 

 

School Discipline 

 

Our aim is to form good relationships with the children so that strong disciplinary measures 

are not necessary.  The children are expected to operate within a framework of discipline 

which takes into account mutual respect, consideration for other individuals and groups, good 

manners, acceptable speech and gradual achievement of self discipline governed by common 

sense.  Obvious school rules to do with help, safety and courtesy include:- 

 

 No running in any movement from one part of the school to another. 

 

 Standing still when assembly bell is rung; moving as directed by staff on duty. 

 

 Entering the school, disrobing etc., quietly and promptly; keeping all cloak areas and 

toilets tidy and neat. 

 

 Addressing all teachers, ancillary staff and visitors with the appropriate courtesy title. 

 

 \proceeding out of school buildings in an orderly manner; observing road safety rules 

and courtesy to other pathway/road users, adults and children. 

 

Record of Attendance 

 

The school had 215 children on roll on the first day of term in September 2014 (The 

Reception Class started on a staggered intake) and 216 children on the roll on the first day of 

term in January 2015 

 

 

  Summer Term 2014  Actual pupil attendance 23196 

      Possible pupil attendance 23968 

      Average pupils attendance 96.78% 

 

  Autumn Term 2014  Actual pupil attendance 31063 

      Possible pupil attendance 32050 

      Average pupil attendance 96.92% 

 

  Spring Term 2015  Actual pupil attendance 24518 

      Possible pupil attendance  25488 
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      Average pupil attendance 96.19% 
 

 

 

 

 

 

School Uniform and Pupil Dress Generally 

 

The Governors and the School Parents Association are strongly in favour of school uniform.  

The following, with the school logo, are available from the school secretary at competitive 

prices. 

 

 

 Navy Sweatshirts 

 

 

 White Polo Shirts 

 

 

 White T-Shirts 

 

 

 P.E. Kit 

 

 

White shirts/blouses and school ties can be purchased locally. 

 

These are to be worn with grey trousers, grey/navy skirt (check summer dresses are 

acceptable during the Summer Term).  Sensible black shoes should be worn.  The school does 

not permit the wearing of training shoes. 

 

Parents are respectfully requested to send their children to school sensibly dressed, making 

appropriate provision for seasonable adjustments in the weather. 

 

Parents are reminded of the need to mark children’s clothing with name tapes.  The School 

Governors can accept no legal responsibility for loss of, or damage to personal property 

brought on to school premises.  It is a good idea to check the legibility of identification from 

time to time, particularly in shoes. 

 

The Head Teacher has the right to prohibit the wearing of certain types of clothing or 

particular items which are deemed on safety or other grounds to be unsuitable for wear in 

school. 

 

The wearing of any type of jewellery is not permitted for children of any age or sex at school.  

Should this recommendation be disregarded parents should be aware that their children could 

be excluded from certain lessons; P.E. and swimming are the obvious cases. 

 

All children should have a bag containing gym shoes (essential for indoor P.E. and apparatus 

work), shorts and top or leotard.  An old shirt or painting apron is always useful for Art or 

Craft Work and can be kept in the same bag. 
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Lost Property 

 

All articles found are kept for a short period of time so that they can be claimed.  Parents are 

welcome to inspect the lost property box. 
 

Items are usually disposed of if they are not claimed within a term. 
Extra Curricular Activities 

 

Under normal conditions clubs and activities take place at lunchtime and after school.  The range of 

activities is determined by the interests of both pupils and staff, and currently we have activities on 

every night of the week.  Parents will be kept fully informed of the choices available.  New pre-post 

school provision (Bright Sparkz) is to be in place from September 2014.  Please contact Mrs P 

Fenwick 07982 238847. 

 

 The school runs Football Teams in local leagues.  Soccer Coaching Sessions are held regularly 

and supervised by school staff including our Sports Development  Officer. 

 

 Regular Football Coaching Sessions are organised for our younger pupils in partnership with 

Sunderland AFC. 

 

 Outside agencies are contracted to coach Dance, Musical Theatre, Games, Basketball, Tennis, 

Karate, Cricket, Drama & Film Making, Chinese Language & Culture.  

 

 Music, Singing and Performing, Guitar Club,  Card & Craft Classes, Pyramid Trust Activities.  

 

 Cross Country, Cricket, Athletics, Netball and Rounders Coaching takes place in the 

appropriate terms. 

 

 The school’s  Multi-Use Games Area is an excellent facility for coaching and developing 

games skills – this can be booked for after school / school holiday activities. 

 

 Visits to an Outdoor Education Centre for Y5 pupils, plus  other Outdoor Activity sessions – 

climbing,  orienteering etc. 

 

 European Experience, a weeks residential in France or Benelux countries for Y6 children. 

 

 Courses for Parents 

 

The school, in partnership with local colleges and other outside agencies, often run course for parents.  

The recent “Classroom Assistants Course” was very successful.  Between 1997 and 2010 a variety of 

courses have been on offer including:- 

 

 Word Processing and Computer Skills; 

 Gardening (Parent & Child); 

 Parenting Skills and Counselling; 

 SAFC Foundation Courses (Parent & Child); 

 ICT facilities to offer twilight courses for ICT for parents, (parents and pupils course  are held 

every Wednesday); 

 ICT Safety; 

 Keep up with the kids – Primary Numeracy; 

 Crafts (Parent & Child). 

 

We are actively looking to signpost courses for parents/carers and hope to offer further 

suggestions in the coming year. 
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Sick Children 

 

If children become sick at school every effort will be made to contact parents.  Please help us 

by making sure that:- 

 The school has an emergency contact number; 

 

 

 Your child also knows how to contact you, if you work and the name of your 

employer. 

 

 

 

If a child needs hospital treatment, the school will if necessary see that the child is taken 

directly to the Casualty Department of South Tyneside District Hospital.  The parents will be 

asked to meet them there. 

 

 

Our facilities for dealing with sick children are limited.  It can be a rigorous environment if a 

child is unwell or off colour.  So please make sure that a child is fully recovered after an 

illness before sending them back to school. 

 

 

Only children who are fit and well can benefit from the entire curriculum.  Notes will be 

needed if Junior children have to be excuses P.E. or Swimming, for instance because of 

special medical conditions.  However, children who are deemed to be fit enough to attend 

school should normally be expected to participate in P.E. / Dance lessons.  Physical Education 

is a very important segment of the National Curriculum.  Ordinary coughs, cold, sore throats 

etc. – these children are ill and should be kept at home. 

 

 

Transport 

 

Access to public transport  is just through the cut on Marsden Road, here services  to 

Whitburn, Boldon, Tyne Dock and further afield can be accessed with ease. 

 

 

Arriving by Car 

 

Parking problems can be caused entering Harton House Road East to deliver children, it is 

also extremely dangerous to use the school yard as a turning area.  Parents are requested to 

deposit and pick up child passengers either on Marsden Road (top of footpath) or at the 

junction of Harton House Road and Harton Rise.  Road Safety  instruction is given regularly 

to the children. 

 

No cars are allowed into the school yard between 8.40 a.m. and 9.10 a.m. or 3.20 p.m. and 

3.50 p.m.  

 

New parking restrictions have recently come  into place and parents should note that any 

vehicle parking next to the school at peak times may be ticketed. 

 

Safe Routes to School 
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In 2005/2006 the school completed a full analysis of transport to and from school in the light 

of increased traffic and the need to encourage healthy lifestyles. 

 

 

 

New facilities for cyclists have been installed and are proving popular along with traffic 

calming / parking restrictions near to both pedestrian / vehicular accesses to the school.  The 

school works in partnership with the Local Authority  to run the Borough’s Cycle Proficiency 

Schemes  - both part A  -  within the school  grounds and Part B -  on the roads  (accompanied 

by trained riders). 
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Dates of Terms and Holiday 

2015/2016 
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SECONDARY EDUCATION 
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At the end of their time with us, which goes by all too quickly, the vast majority of our 

children proceed to:- 

 

 

  ST. WILFRID’S R.C. COLLEGE 

  TEMPLE PARK ROAD 

 SOUTH SHIELDS 

  TYNE AND WEAR 

NE34 0PH 

 

 

  TELEPHONE: 0191 4569121 

 

 

   HEADTEACHER – MR BRENDAN TAPPING 

 

 
Full and effective liaison between the staffs of both schools exists and every effort is made to 

ensure that the transfer is as smooth and as beneficial as possible. 

 

 

At the end of the 2014/2015 School Year the number of children going to various Secondary 

Schools was as follows:- 

 

 

 

  ST. WILFRID’S     28 

 

  ST. JOSEPH’S       1  

 

  HARTON         3 

 

WHITBURN C of E ACADEMY    2 

 

  TOTAL      34 
  

 

 

 

 

 

This admissions policy has been formally adopted by the governing body of St. Gregory’s R.C. 
Primary school in South Tyneside. The Governing Body is the Admissions Authority and is 
responsible for determining the school’s admissions policy. 
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PRIMARY MODEL ADMISSION POLICY  
SOUTH TYNESIDE 

2015-16 
 

This admissions policy has been formally adopted by the governing body of St. Gregory’s R.C. 
Primary, South Shields. The governing body is the Admissions Authority and is responsible 
for determining the school’s admissions arrangements. 

The Published Admission Number (PAN) for the school is 30.   

St. Gregory’s R.C. Primary School serves the parish(es) of St. Gregory’s & Holy Rosary, South 
Shields. 

The Admissions Policy Criteria will be applied on an Equal Preference basis.   

How and When to apply   
Applications must be made on the South Tyneside Council’s common application form (CAF). 
All forms must be returned by the closing date set by South Tyneside Council. 

 
Late Applications 
Any applications received after the closing date will be accepted but considered only after 
those received by the closing date. 

 
Children with a Statement of Special Educational Needs 
Children who have a Statement of Special Educational Need which names our school will be 
admitted to the school. 

 
Oversubscription Criteria 
If the school is oversubscribed, priority for admission will be given to those children who 
meet the criteria set out below, in order: 

(First priority in categories 2 and 3 will be given to children who will have older siblings 
attending the school in September 2015). 

1. Looked after children or children who were previously looked after but immediately after being looked 
after became subject to an adoption, residence or special guardianship order. 

 
2. Catholic Children whose home address is within the parish(es) served by the school. 
 
3. Catholic Children whose home address is outside of the parish(es) served by the school. 

 
4. Children who will have an older sibling attending the school in September 2015. 

 
5. Children, who are baptised or dedicated members of other Christian Churches as recognised by 

Churches Together in England (see note 4). 
 
6. Children of other faith traditions. 
 
7. Other children. 

 
 
 

ADDITIONAL NOTES  

1. Definition of Catholic  
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Children who have been baptised as Catholics or have been formally received into the Catholic Church.  
 

 All applicants seeking admission under criteria 2 or 3 must provide evidence that the  child has 
been baptised as a Catholic or has been received into the Catholic Church. A  baptismal certificate or a letter 
from their priest confirming their baptism or reception  into the Catholic Church will suffice. 
 

2. Definition of a Looked After Child 

 A looked after child is a child who is (a) in the care of a Local Authority or (b) being 
 provided with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social 
services  functions (see the definition in section 22 (1) of the Children Act 1989): 

 
An adoption order is an order under section 46 of the Adoption and Children Act 
2002. 

 
 A residence order is an order outlining the arrangements as to the person with 
whom  the child will live under section 8 of the Children Act 1989. 
 
 A special guardianship order is an order appointing one or more individuals to be a 
 child’s special guardian or guardians. 
 

3. Definition of Sibling 
 Sibling refers to brother or sister and includes half sibling, adopted sibling, foster sibling,  step 
sibling or the child of the parent/carer’s partner where the child for whom the  school place is sought is living 
in the same family unit at the same address as that sibling. 

 
4. Churches Together in England  

 See www.churches-together.org.uk for further details on membership. If applicants are  seeking 
admission under criteria 5, they must provide a baptismal certificate or a letter  confirming their church 
membership from their minister or faith leader, or  suitable equivalent.   
 

5. Children of Other Faiths 
If applicants are seeking admission under criteria 6, they must provide a letter of support to confirm 
their faith membership from their minister or faith leader, or suitable equivalent.   

 
6. Tie-breaker 

 Where there are not enough places to admit all the children falling within a particular  criterion a 
distance measurement will also be used as a tiebreaker. Shortest distance  measured as a straight line, 
from the Ordnance Survey coordinates for the parental  home residence (including flats) to the school 
main entrance, using South  Tyneside Council’s Geographic Information System (GIS), with those living 
closer to the  school receiving higher priority. 
 
Right of Appeal   
Where a parent has been notified that a place is not available for a child, every effort will be made to help the 
parent to find a place in a suitable alternative school.  Parents who are refused a place have a statutory right of 
appeal.  Further details of the appeals process are available by writing to the chair of governors at the school 
address. 
 
Home Address 

It is the primary parental address which will be used in applying the admission criteria.  This 
means that, when stating your choice of school, you should give the parental/guardian 
address at the time of application.  The address of childminders or other family members 
who may share in the care of your child should not be quoted as the home address.  
 
Waiting Lists 

http://www.churches-together.org.uk/
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If your child has been refused admission, you can request that your child’s name be placed 
on the school’s waiting list. If places become available, we will consider all relevant 
applications based on the waiting list which will be maintained until 31 December 2015. 
 
Catchment Area 

The catchment area for the school is the parish boundaries of St. Gregory’s & Holy Rosary, 
South Shields. 
 

Application Information 
Places will be allocated by strict application of the above criteria, with no reference to the 
date of application (but please see earlier, “Late Applications”).  Parents will be notified as to 
whether or not their child has been allocated a place on 16 April 2015. 
 
Please note: This policy should be read in conjunction with South Tyneside Council’s School Admission Guide 
for Parents which can be found at www.southtyneside.info or by telephoning 0191 424 7706. 

 
 

 

 

 

The information in this brochure, was first prepared and published in June 2015, this edition  

relates to the school year commencing at the beginning of September 2015.  The particulars it 

contains about this school year were correct at the time.  It must not be assumed that there 

will be no changes affecting the relevant arrangements or certain matters before or during the 

2015/2016 school year, or in subsequent years.  Such changes could arise from Government 

Legislation or Local Education Authority Policy in so far as these affect Voluntary Schools. 

 

http://www.southtyneside.info/

