
Dear Parents / Carers, 

Before I look to the new school year and all of the exciting times ahead as we look forward to 

working together to support the children on the next stage or in some cases, the very first 

stage of their lifelong learning journey, I have to pause to inform you that a very great friend 

to our school passed away during the holidays. 

Brian Wright, our caretaker Avril’s husband, has been a constant feature here at St Gregory’s 

throughout my time as Head Teacher and I have lost track of the countless times he has helped 

with his amazing array of building and repairing skills. Nothing was ever a bother to him, he was 

always ready to help and support – no sooner did we spring a leak or blow a fuse than he would 

come along with his toolbox and set to work. Brian had a great struggle with illness in recent 

years yet was always cheerful and matter of fact about things, nothing seemed to faze him. He 

will be a great miss and our thoughts are with Mrs Wright and her family, some of whom are 

past and present pupils of our school. We will certainly offer up our first Holy Mass of the 

Term, this Thursday at 10am at St Gregory’s Church. This is a cluster Mass in honour of St 

Gregory’s Day (September 3rd). All pupils except our new Reception children will attend and of 

course, everyone is welcome to join with us. Volunteers to walk with us from around 9.25am on 

Thursday will be especially welcome. 

On a different and very happy note, Miss Towns is now Mrs Blackwood after her marriage at St 

Bede’s on August 1st. We wish her every happiness and hope that we all manage to remember her 

new name (so speaks the worst offender who referred to Miss Bell in July and she has been Mrs 

Douglas for 13 years!). 

We cannot begin the new term without a very special word of thanks from all of the staff here 

at St Gregory’s for the amazing array of gifts and cards from our most generous children and 

their families. There were many heartfelt expressions of thanks and good wishes to both myself 

and staff at all levels across the school. I can assure you that these mean a great deal both to 

me and the team. Thank you so much. 

Looking back again briefly, I really do want to mention our past pupils at Year 11 and 13 for a 

fantastic set of GCSE and A level results. It gives us all a big lift to see these fine young 

people, some of whom have overcome huge odds, succeed and excel. We wish them every success 

in 6th form, University or the world of work. Well done everyone! 

As past pupils look ahead to their future lives and careers we extend a very warm welcome to 

our youngest pupils – our new Reception intake. We have met them all now along with their 

families, (some familiar and others new to our school) and look forward to a very happy and 

productive seven years together. I know that our older children, along with siblings in some 

instances, will be looking out for our newcomers to make sure that they are welcomed and looked 

after throughout these very important first few weeks. 

Finally, a very warm welcome back to all of our children who are looking forward I’m sure to the 

challenge of a new class and a new teacher. They all look absolute splendid decked out in their 

uniforms and all with shining and thankfully smiley faces! I hope that everyone has had a good 

holiday and that we are all ready for the term ahead. It’s great to have everyone back and we 

will all soon be up to speed and enjoying seeing all of our friends again. 

Looking a long way ahead but it is important to mention this now; we have minor adjustments to 

the school holidays at Easter and Summer Half Term to announce. 

 In common with other RC schools we will now be working March 24th (Holy Thursday) as a 

normal school day and starting our Easter Break at close of school that day. Our first day off 

then will be Good Friday, March 25th and we will return in common with all LA schools on 

Monday April 11th to begin the Summer Term. 

The extra day’s holiday has been used to “bookend” along with a staff CPD day, the Summer 

Half Term Break, with school closing at the usual time on Thursday May 26th, with the holiday to 

run from Friday May 27thuntil we reopen on Tuesday June 7th. Including weekends, this would 



give an 11 day break and governors, with a keen eye to our attendance figures which suffered 

badly due to unauthorised absence during June this year, are hoping that early birds may be 

able to take opportunity to book a holiday break and take advantage of cheaper flights on the 

Friday and Monday. It is just a thought and obviously not for everyone but with 15 children / 12 

families earmarked by the LA via e mail yesterday as eligible to be fined for unauthorised 

absence during the summer term gone, it is obvious that the school will be forced into following 

LA policy unless we see some improvement with this situation.  There is also a staff CPD day 

scheduled for Friday February 12th, with Spring Half Term to follow (15th – 19th February). This 

notice may assist some with holiday planning. 

Some important dates and events for the new term ahead are listed below: 

         Autumn Term Open Evenings: Week Beginning: October 19th (Individual Invitations nearer 

the date with new Reception Parents / carers invited into class to see teaching and liaise with 

Early Years staff at suitable times across the week); 

  

         Autumn Half Term: Monday October 26th – Friday October 30th, return to school, Monday 

November 2nd. 

  

         Reception Nativity Performance: Afternoon of Tuesday December 15th: Time to be 

confirmed; 

  

         Christmas Parties and Celebrations: Infants (KS1): Wednesday December 16th (PM); Y3 and 

Y4: Thursday December 17th (PM); Y5 and Y6: Friday December 18th (PM). 

  

         School close for the Christmas Holidays at end of school on Friday December 18th and we 

re-open for the Spring Term 2016, on Monday January 4th. 

  

After School Clubs will operate from next week and we have additional PE and Sport Provision 

scheduled during the school day for some of our pupils to support skill and fitness development 

across the term. Mrs Rochford is busy organising the schedule and this will be with you soon. 

We have also taken delivery of some state of the art big screen display and interactive boards 

in three classes with a new mini suite of I pads available to support learning across the school. 

To facilitate the best use of these new resources the school’s Wireless Network has also been 

fully renewed and extended, so we hope to see secure internet access in every part of the 

school as the norm. 

A reminder that the cost of school dinners for KS2 Pupils only, remains the same at £10.50 per 

week. Milk Money (all pupils) for the entire year is £27.30. If you prefer to pay termly then it 

will be £9.10 per term. 

Parents / carers who wish that their child receives a packed lunch are reminded that they must 

write a letter each term to enable the school to manage the numbers which are capped due to 



space, staff and time restrictions. Late applicants will be placed on the waiting list in strict 

order. Parents / Carers are also advised that the school has an agreed packed lunch policy that 

is available to view on the website and expectations are clear that the guidance there will be 

followed. This is in line with the school’s Healthy School Award status and advice re packed 

lunch contents, is fully in the children’s best interests. 

Thank you for your cooperation in these areas, it is much appreciated. 

There are several dates and events still to be added: Assembly Rotas, Harvest celebrations and 

School Masses and Liturgies across the term but for now this is a useful outline. 

I look forward to seeing you all as the term progresses. 

Best Wishes. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

K J Smithson. 

Head Teacher. 
 


