
Dear Parents / Carers, 

There are quite a few things to look forward to at the moment with our Harvest celebration and Fair 

Trade week scheduled for next week for starters. Thank you so much for your generous gifts of 

foodstuffs -  as you know these are all destined for “The Key”, a fantastic local organisation staffed 

mainly by volunteers, who support the homeless in South Shields. Y1 are looking forward to telling us 

all about Fair Trade and Traidcraft, the original and local pioneers of fair trade who are working and 

supporting small farmers and cooperatives all over the third world.  Their assembly is scheduled for 

11.35am on Wednesday the 14th October and cohort parents and carers are invited – it’s not an epic 

production, but a really nice one and I think they have prepared really well and will do Y1 proud. 

In supporting Traidcraft our support really helps these very poor people to become that much closer 

to being self - sufficient and better able to fend for themselves – they don’t want hand-outs, just 

the chance to get something started and provide for their families. They have some fantastic, truly 

organic treats to offer too. Traidcraft helps people to do this and by supporting them we are helping 

to ensure that fledgling business in the poorest parts of the world get that first foothold. 

Our Y6 Pastoral Care teams will be doing the bulk of the work next week and they have already 

organised themselves into teams to prepare their goods for sale. A wide range of fair trade snacks 

and geo bars (full size and minis) will be on sale at afternoon play across the week. It would be great 

if you would support your children and enable them to buy something as the week progresses. 

On Friday we have our sponsored walk, we do not issue sponsor forms, but ask for a donation of £1 

per family. This is a well established tradition at St Gregory’s and following the walk staff will 

supervise games and activities (weather permitting) whilst SAPA are serving refreshments, fair 

trade tea and coffee plus some delicious biscuits, in the school dining hall – all are welcome, please 

call in and join with us until the school bell rings for home time. 

A word about water bottles: We do supply water bottles to our Reception pupils and all other pupils 

are encouraged to bring a water bottle to school and many do. Some though have their water bottles 

by the classroom sink for weeks on end! Please remind your child to bring his / her bottle home for a 

good wash regularly – we found one last week with enough bacteria in it to fell an ox! Fortunately the 

child, all four stone of him, has shown no ill effects – but better safe than sorry. 

Open evenings are on the horizon for classes Y1 – Y6 and appointments are currently being sent out. I 

do hope these are convenient as staff make every effort, to ensure that the meeting can go ahead. 

Mrs Nickel’s will be available on Tuesday evening as usual and will be based in her “Learning Land” 

office. 

Next week is also World Maths and World Spelling Week – I know that letters have already been 

sent home publicising this but just a brief reminder of the web site addresses in case the original 

letter has gone astray: 

www.worldeducationgames.com : Or simply Google “Mathletics” / children use their 

current”Spelladrome” password. 

We usually have a real good go at this as the children love the competition aspect, especially when 

you are playing against schools from all over the world. There will be in school sessions but to get 

anywhere near the top you do need to try to get as many pupils on line and competing as possible. 

I am pleased to announce that the trip to Belgium for our Y6 children will go ahead as scheduled, 

despite the low numbers this year. This means that there is space for children / families to change 

their minds and sign up for what is for Y6, one of the highlights of their Primary School Careers. 

Past pupils will testify to this but I do realise that a number of factors can come into play and the 

visit is not compulsory and pupils will still be learning a great deal about WW1 even if they don’t 

manage to get that special first-hand experience to round it all off. 

What is very much compulsory however, is Y6 attendance during that week, if pupils are not on the 

official school visit then please do not consider that this creates an opportunity for a holiday in 

school time. Parents / Carers of any Y6 child absent unofficially during that particular week will in 

simple terms - be fined for taking unauthorised absence. On that note: Attendance this week was 

97.82% and would have been 99.24% if we hadn’t lost 30 sessions to holidays in term time. 

http://www.worldeducationgames.com/


I look forward to seeing you all in the near future, whether it is next week on the walk or during our 

open evenings which are just around the corner. 

Thank you again for supporting our charitable activities. 

Best Wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 

K J Smithson, 

Head Teacher. 

 


