
Dear Parents and Carers, 

We had a rare event to celebrate this Wednesday when for the first time in over 20 years 

every single pupil we have was in school and at their desks for the entire day. This was an 

exceptional day for us and attendance across the week was confirmed as 98.96%, matching our 

best in recent times. We would like to see 99% or even the magic 100% before the year is out! 

As a primary school we do get a lot of colds and tummy upsets that just knock pupils back for 24 

hours in almost every class across the week, but we all seem to be a fit and healthy bunch at the 

minute and long may this continue.  Continuing on this theme, one of our pupils James Ludlow, 

currently in Y5 hasn’t had a day off school in over two years and he was presented with a £10 

voucher as a small reward for a superb record. Well Done James! 

The MUGA is reserved for the class with the best attendance of the week every Monday last 

play and all day Tuesday so there is a bit of an incentive to get into school because the children 

love the opportunity of getting exclusive use of this facility. We are also introducing and 

promoting, termly awards for good attendance alongside annual awards and with your help I’m 

sure that we will be presenting quite a few children with certificates and prizes at end of term 

/ year assemblies. 

Looking ahead I know that you will receive a specific letter from Miss Watson as she advertises 

our Harvest programme for this year. Our Y1 children will present their Harvest Assembly at 

11.30am on Wednesday October 14th and this will be an integral part of our Fair Trade themed 

week that will see our Pastoral Care Captains and Vice Captains put on their salespersons hats to 

sell a range of fair trade snacks from Traidcraft (Fighting Poverty through Trade) across the 

week. We will also be having a collection of tins and household goods, to support The Key project 

which helps the homeless in South Shields (Donations accepted for next week and up to and 

during the FT week). The week will climax with our family focused sponsored walk and a tea and 

games afternoon (Friday October 16th from 1.25pm) to which everyone is cordially invited. SAPA 

will be serving Fair Trade tea, coffee and biscuits straight after the sponsored walk in the 

school halls – please call in and join with us in supporting a good cause. 

Reception and KS1 parents / carers play a really vital role alongside school staff, in supporting 

their children both as they begin to learn to read and in their development as fluent and 

confident readers who have a love and affection for books. Reading record books are a great 

source of communication between home and school and your comments are most helpful to staff 

in supporting this development across the infant stage. I, along with all KS1 teachers, are 

currently working every lunchtime with a Y2 child, hearing him / her read and supporting his / 

her development as a reader. The combination of this session alongside regular home sessions 

really does help these children to accelerate. Introduced last year and with some real success, 

the programme will continue across this academic year and involve a wider number of pupils. It is 

certain that regular input from parents / carers across these early years makes such a 

difference to the child’s reading readiness and confidence – plus we know what fun we can have 

sharing a book together. Many thanks for your support in these areas. 

We have another staff training session with the school nurse scheduled for next Monday, a 

refresher course on Asthma and Epi Pen use and this serves as a timely reminder to request 

that all parents / carers of  any child who uses an inhaler should have one with them at all times 

and a spare left with the school for emergencies. I had to dispose of a number of out of date 

inhalers recently, many belonging to pupils who moved up to Y7, but a number belonging to 

current pupils and we need parents / carers to provide us with replacements as soon as possible. 

In some instances we may have children who have only recently been issued with an inhaler and 

we rely on parents / carers to keep us up to date. All additional medication is stored under lock 

and key in the Head Teacher’s office. Thank you for your cooperation – we can’t be too careful 

as asthma is a very dangerous affliction and care does need to be taken to manage any situation 

that may arise. Finally on this note, if any new diagnosis has been issued to pupils across the 



summer break, nut allergies for example, then the school does need to know as a care plan may 

have to be devised. Please contact the school if you are unsure and we can discuss the best 

approach. 

We are pleased to welcome back Mrs Wright, our school caretaker who has been such a miss as 

she helps in so many ways across each and every day. One area where our standards have slipped 

just a little has been early morning and evening security as it seems that a number of cars have 

accessed the yard for school clubs or after school drop offs and collections. A concerned 

parent / carer pointed this out to us, hence the reminder that we are trying to minimise 

vehicular access to the yard area across the year and drop offs and collections should always 

see parents / carers using the pedestrian gates. Again, many thanks for your cooperation. 

Well done to our parents / carers of our Y3 First Communion children for ensuring that we had 

a good turn out at the meeting last Sunday. Father Weymes was very pleased and reminds those 

who may have missed the first session to contact Mrs Fenwick at school as soon as possible to 

catch up at the next one. I am anxious that none of our children miss out, but they need 

parental help to attend the preparation sessions (there are only 8 across the year, so not too 

bad). 

I am sure you are keeping track of the Pope’s recent pilgrimage to the United States; he is 

charming everyone despite giving out some strong messages about the need to support the poor, 

the needy and the oppressed, alongside a very welcome commitment to the environment. We 

take his guidance to heart and look to follow a little in his footsteps with our thoughtful 

approach to our Harvest celebrations. Enjoy the weekend. 

Best Wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 

K J Smithson. 

  

Head Teacher. 
 


