
Dear Parents / Carers, 

This very wet and dismal weather does serve one purpose that is to remind everyone that should 

it be raining, pupils only, should enter the school at any time after 8.40am via the Y1 / Y2 

entrance at the Infant end of the school. Staff are on site at this time and pupils can be 

supervised. 

Happy as we are to see all of our pupils in on time we do have a few who arrive in school before 

08.30am and unless they are attending a pre school session, this is a little too early. Given that 

the weather will deteriorate as we approach the colder months it is always sensible to try if 

possible, to time your child’s journey to school so that they are not spending too much time in 

the cold. 

It is very good to see many of our children still cycling and scooting to school but a reminder 

that the school yard is not a race track. Pupils should dismount and secure their bicycles on 

arrival. A reminder too that the MUGA and All play areas across the school are out of bounds 

prior to the start of the school day. At home times, the KS1 Play area is very well used and 

enjoyed and as long as parents / carers take responsibility for supervising their children and 

follow the school rules (the children will keep everyone right), then this is good use of the 

school’s facilities. 

A request that I have made before just needs a bit of a reminder: we have several parents / 

carers who come to collect their child accompanied by their dog or dogs. I would be grateful if 

dog walkers could just keep to the side of the vehicular gates rather than hover close to the 

pedestrian gate, as I have two or three children who are very scared of dogs, however friendly 

and irresistible they are to us dog lovers. Thank you very much for your cooperation. 

Parking around the school is as usual, an ongoing issue and regularly features in newsletters, so I 

would ask that we all try our best to minimise the impact this can have as it causes no end of 

headaches as the year progresses, from confrontation with neighbours to the very real worry 

that all of us will share, that is the risk of an accident. Simply put, no one should be driving up to 

the school gate at peak times – it’s dangerous and frankly selfish. I saw this very wording on a 

large school sign outside a tiny Primary School in Port Charlotte on the Isle of Islay as I was 

cycling past during the summer holidays – I nearly stopped to take a photo because it really did 

hit the nail on the head. “Dangerous and Selfish” – now, is that you? I hope not - lets really make 

an effort this year to minimise the risks to our children – if we all pull together we can make a 

difference with this issue that has plagued us for far too long. 

On a happier note, we will shortly be making arrangements to celebrate our Harvest Festival, 

and Year 1 are having the honour of the first assembly of the year – a big challenge for them as 

they are just a week or so out of Reception, but they are looking forward to telling you all about 

how we are looking to share the fruits of the Harvest with those less fortunate than ourselves, 

both near to home and far away. We are looking to marry this with a bit of a Fair Trade week 

too and plans are afoot to have our Y6 Pastoral Care leaders organise a Fair Trade tuck shop 

throughout the week for pupils, culminating in tea / coffee afternoon for parents / 

carers,  open on return from our sponsored walk to Readhead Park. A separate letter detailing 

times and dates will be with you very soon. 

SAPA will kindly be helping with the coffee afternoon, but our fundraising will support the 

homeless of South Tyneside, via our collection of tins etc. and a Fair Trade organisation, 

Traidcraft:” Fighting Poverty through trade”, who do fantastic work from their North East base 

at Gateshead, in providing the poorest communities in developing countries across the world, 

with a market for their products at a fair price, thus keeping thousands of poor producers 

above the breadline. 

It is great to see our Reception Class all together and enjoying being part of an almost full class 

(a late withdrawal leaves us one short this year, so we do have a vacancy at the minute which is 



very unusual) and a busy and happy classroom. Mrs Pickering and her team are busy at the 

minute finding out all about the children’s many skills and talents. 

Mr Faircloth is busy working with the school football team as the season looks to kick off this 

month with both League and Cup games on the horizon. We have a very difficult Bishop’s Cup Tie 

in the offing when we travel to St Mary’s in Sunderland to face St Benet’s and St Aloysius 

Juniors – all two form entry schools, but we will be sure to give them a game. Details will be 

issued to team members very soon and I’m sure that we will all look forward to an enjoyable and 

sporting season. 

Opportunities for sports and activities both during and after the school days have increased 

again this year and we hope to see as many children as possible taking advantage as health and 

long term well being are so important. 

Y6 Parents / carers will shortly receive a letter detailing an overview of the proposed June visit 

to Belgium. This is something that the school has offered for 20 years now and is almost always 

a resounding success. Numbers last year were down on usual with a number of withdrawals 

following the terrorist atrocities in Paris and Brussels during the Spring Term almost resulted 

in cancellation. Fortunately the travel company were mindful of their obligation to the children 

and to our school as long term customers and the very successful trip did go ahead despite low 

numbers. Next year we will need a good level of take up to ensure that the trip can take place, 

so we will see how things develop. 

Finally, on a very sombre note, we were shocked and upset to find that one of the victims of 

that terrible rail crash in India was a lovely lady, Mrs Joan Nichols, well known to our school 

community over a number of years as a Nana and Great Nana. The family know that we are 

thinking of them all at this desperately sad time and prayers are being offered throughout the 

week in her memory. I know that you will join with me in expressing our deepest condolences. 

Yours Sincerely, 

K J Smithson. 

Head Teacher. 
 


