
   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Year 6 1940 

With Miss Carrahar the Y6 class have recently been learning about the 1940’s. The 

1940’s is known quite well because the 2nd world war took place, there was some 

crazy fashion and one of the most popular singers ever, Frank Sinatra started acting 

and was really successful.   

Y6 have looked at evacuation and lots of books and stories from the Second World 

War. We have also listened to some songs about the war and looked at the 

conditions ordinary people lived in. 

By Grace Gonzales 

 

Year Five 1950 

With Miss Watson this term for our 75th anniversary year 5 have been doing the 

1950s. The fifties are famous for Rock’n’Roll, hairstyles and most importantly the 

Queen Elizabeth II was crowned. Year 5 have researched Andy Warhol and have 

been doing pop art which is quartered page and all of the pictures are the same but 

different colours. We even had a go at creating our own pop art pictures, we hope 

you enjoy them! Elvis Presley made his first ever record Heartbreak Hotel which hit 

number 1. The queen was crowned at the age of 25. We have researched famous 

actresses like Marilyn Monroe.  Year 5 have been working on their display topics 

including:  houses, leisure, transport and more! 

 By Ryan Stewart and Kane Hansen 



   

1. A 

 

St Gregory’s school was founded by 

Alex McCallum Toppin on June the 

10th 1939. 

Alex spent most of his life in Persia, 

now known as Iran and Iraq. He 

joined the Merchant Navy and In 

World War 1 Alex was torpedoed 

twice in one day. This prompted him 

to apply for a transfer and he was 

sent to Baghdad with the Royal 

Engineers. 

While he was there he met TE 

Lawrence and Agatha Christie and 

even gave her advice on her novels.  

Alex became really ill with polio and 

was told he would never walk again. 

He drank some water from Lourdes 

and within an hour he could wiggle 

his toes. He had a really strong 

Catholic faith and this was why he 

wanted to found a school at home. 

In 1937 Alex assisted Father Deans to 

plan and build a junior school on 

Harton House Road East. 

He died in 1946 and is buried in 

Harton Cemetery next to Father 

Deans. 

By Grace Gonzales Y6 

 

 

St. Gregory’s school as it was when it was first built in 1939 

 

St. Gregory’s school today in 2014 

Thursday 19th June 

2014 



   

  

  

To celebrate 75 years of St Gregory’s each class has been researching a decade from the 1940s to the present day. 

Read on to find out what has been going on in each class! We hope you enjoy our displays! 

Reception 2000 

With Mrs Pickering Reception have been learning about the 2000’s and there was a lot 

football things around then like the mini football player toys. The best thing there was the 

PlayStation 2 also known as the PS2. A popular game was FIFA 2002! FIFA 2002 came out in 

the 2000’s and it is still a really popular game now in 2014. Lord of the rings was released in 

the 2000’s and there were surprisingly a lot of people who liked that medieval style.  Harry 

potter was a huge book and movie with a lot of publicity throughout 2000. 

By Jason Robson and Joseph Harron 

 

Year 1 1990 

With Mrs Coates Year 1 have been doing the 1990s they especially have been working on 

the Spice Girls music like Sport Spice, Ginger Spice, Baby Spice, Posh Spice, Scary Spice. Also 

they have been doing portraits, fashion about all the bands and what their are   wearing. 

And what inventions at they have made and created the inventions was amazing. Also the 

program ninja turtles started and became really popular! 

By Amy Stewart and Charlotte Eyre 

 

Year 2 1980 

With Mrs Douglas and Mrs McMullen Y2 have been learning about  the  1980s. They have 

learned about 1980’s games computer games and also Lady Diana’s wedding to Prince 

Charles in 1981. 

We’ve been learning about Margret Thatcher and the miners’ strike and when she closed 

the mines. Miners went on strike at Westoe Mine.  We learned about the big live aid 

concert to make money for charity and to help poor countries. We learned about famous 

musicians from the 80s like Wham . 

By Ellie Young and Lilly Bushell, Grace Webster and Kaitlyn Lauder 

 



   

  

Year 3 1970 

With Mr Faircloth Year 3 have been learning about the 1970’s and they have been doing 

different projects all about the 1970’s. Such as film and entertainment, toys and games, 

inventions and gadgets, pop stars, celebrations, and world events. For world events we 

have researched things like the world cup and all the other things in the world at the time 

of the 1970’s. There were lots and lots of games loads of toys Barbie was popular and so 

were Army men, Twister, Battle Ship. A famous Kids TV show was Rainbow.  

We have also researched fashion and music. We are going to put all of our facts on a 

board and put them on display for the anniversary. There are lots of bands and lots of 

famous musicians such as Abba, The Village People, Derek and the Dominoes and Tom 

Jones.  

By Amber Manson and Freya Farrel-Forster, Charlotte Rodman and Jakub Brama 

 

 

 

 

By Charlotte Victoria Rodman  and Jakub.                

 

 

 

 

 

By Freya and Amber year 3 

 

Year 4 1960 

With Mrs Wilson Y4’s been doing 1960’s there  are 8 groups all doing research: 2 groups 

are looking at cars, 1 group is researching fashion, 2 groups did some research about 

space,2 groups are finding out about pop music, and the last group is researching toys.  

A really popular car from the 60s was the Ferrari 275 GTB from the 1960’s.Lots of people 

wanted to buy it but it cost a lot of money so only people with a lot of money could afford 

it.  

We have also researched fashion, did you know that the girls in the 60s wore miniskirts 

and the boys wore Teddy boy suits? We have also looked at popular toys from 1960. 

Some of the most popular were: Race car tracks, Lego bricks, and toy laser guns. 

By Wojciech Ragun, Joseph Baxter-Rippon and Ben Gray 

 


